Powell River Community Forest Ltd 2022 Recreational Trails Strategy

Powell River Community Forest Ltd (PRCF) has developed this 2022 Trails strategy to strengthen what was, a fairly
general recreation policy posted to our website back in 2018. With this update we’ll focus on the trails in the Community
Forest Area (CFA). There was a well-established multi-use trail network in the Duck Lake trails area, prior to Powell River
Community Forest’s (PRCF) existence. Historically we have relied on the good will of recreation user groups to work
together themselves and to work with PRCF in terms of integrating forest development plans with long established trails.
We have tremendous respect for all the volunteer time which went into building and maintaining trails in the CFA and for
PRCF having organizations which represent many of the users makes it much easier to have ongoing communication.
PRCF has also been an active member of the Outdoor Recreation User Group Society (ORUG) and attends meetings to
share PRCF’s planned activities with the group.

In recent years there has been a significant increase in public use of the roads and trails in the CFA. PRCF recognizes the
need to become more pro-active with our recreation objectives and management of trails is a significant part of that. We
reviewed the 2021 Provincial Trails Strategy to see what signals the Province is sending as it relates to recreation trails in
provincial forest. We also looked back at the recommendations which were part the 2016 Powell River (qathet) Regional
Trails Plan. The trails in the CFA are multi-use and so far we seem to have avoided the user conflicts found elsewhere.
Hiking/trail walking still continues to be the majority of users of trails in the CFA. It is a generalization but motorized use
tends to be on well-established transit routes through the CFA to the backcountry and Horseback riders tend to use the
trails closer in.

Much of the growth of use in the CFA has been driven by the mountain biking community. The previous BC Bike Race
and the current Island Cup events have added to the areas reputation as a great area to ride and Covid-19 restrictions
probably played a role in local folks turning to outdoor recreation opportunities close by. For mountain biking, the
broader Duck Lake trails area provides easy entry for all levels of riders. Along with the increased use, a significant
number of new trails have been constructed.

PRCF has the advantage of a solid CFA inventory and planning base to work from, including a recent, CFA specific forest
resources inventory and for on-site layout, the added accuracy of LIDAR and just recently updated Ortho-photo coverage.
There are very few areas of the CFA which haven’t been walked. PRCF’s Operational Information Maps, which can be
viewed on our website, show the existing trails and our proposed cut-blocks and road locations. The last couple of years
PRCF did have to adjust our plans to salvage dead and dying timber from the Hemlock Looper infestation. We are back on
plan, and in a position where our field work is well ahead of the actual construction of roads and the harvest of timber.



A key part of our trails strategy for the CFA is locating any new trails where there will be minimal conflict with
forest development plans. There are concentrations of trails on some parts of the CFA, but the majority of the CFA
has plenty of accessible opportunities for both multi-use trails and perhaps mountain bike specific trails to be built
without creating conflicts with forest development plans. Our mapping identifies areas which will be protected into
the future, most notably Riparian Reserves, Old Growth Management Areas and at the site level Wildlife Tree
Retention Areas.

The Province has a process for authorizing construction and maintenance of recreation trails on crown land under
section 56 and 57 of the Forest and Range Practices Act. Although some of the existing trails in the CFA have been
approved under this process, most trails have not. The Provincial Trails Strategy recognizes this issue needs to be
addressed by Recreation Sites and Trails BC. PRCF is prepared to go through a process with user groups and the local
Recreation Sites and Trails representatives to bring authorizations up to date for many of existing trails in the CFA.
Having that status is often a requirement for accessing funding opportunities from various sources and will provide
recreation groups with more say on how the surrounding forest resources are managed.

With limited staff, Recreation Sites and Trails BC may
have difficulty responding to large numbers of
applications for authorizing construction of trails. In the
Provincial Trails Strategy, recreation user groups asked for
a more holistic approach if the applications are facilitated
through partnerships with other forest resource interests.
PRCF supports that approach and rather than doing this
on a trail by trail basis, we would suggest working
together on an annual basis to identify new (or adjusted)
trails in the CFA, which can be taken forward to
Recreation Sites and Trails BC for approval.

PRCF will continue to support ongoing volunteer efforts with PRCF operational funds, including trail building
supplies, lumber, machine time, signage, mapping/GPS work, grading and support for events. PRCF is also prepared
to fund and project manage larger projects such as parking areas and bridge replacements which will enhance the
CFA’s recreation opportunities.

For new trail construction, the Provincial Trails Strategy does identify higher expectations for planning, collaboration
with other resource users and consultation with First Nations. This reflects input received from the recreation sector
itself and probably was inevitable given the level of conflict which was occurring in many communities. The strategy
also acknowledged that a more coordinated approach to compliance and enforcement was needed where people
have shown no respect for authority or other resource interests.




PRCF isn’t telling groups or individuals building trails they
must obtain Recreation Sites and Trails BC approval before
we'll engage with them. PRCF does require anyone building
new trails in the CFA to contact us directly before doing any
work. At that stage we’re not looking for detailed plans. The
most likely response from PRCF’s forestry manager is let’s
go take a look onsite. In many situations PRCF will be
supportive of the work going ahead, in others we may
suggest working together on different routing or a
management approach which will satisfy both our
objectives. If builders are not affiliated with a recreation
user group involved in the same area, we may recommend
they consider working with them.

A good example of ongoing collaboration in the CFA
involves PRCF working with Powell River Parks and
Wilderness Society (PRPAWS) to alter the route of the
Sunshine Coast Trail in the CFA into protected Old Growth
Management Areas rather than along old road grades. This
will enhance the hiking experience and ensure trails won’t
be compromised by future forest development. PRCF will
support formalizing these route changes and assist PRPAWS
with the Recreation Sites and Trails BC approval process.

The Qathet Region Cycling Association’s (QRCA)
membership is growing and probably includes most of the
active mountain bike riders in our community, many who are
also involved in the maintenance of existing trails and
construction of new trails in the CFA. Having a positive
relationship with QRCA is important to us. PRCF is supportive
of continuing discussions about developing a Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU). The foundation of most agreements
between mountain bike clubs and forest licence holders is
good communication and a process to follow before
constructing new trails. We are certainly open to having
formal or informal arrangements with other recreation
groups who wish to be involved in forest management
planning in the CFA.

There is a concentration of newer unsanctioned trails in the
Sweetwater Creek basin area of CFA. Many of these trails
have been located where there is future development plans.
There is a choice of waiting to address the conflict when the
time comes or exploring adjustments which could be made
now to secure the trails future. For those trails that overlap
our currently scheduled development areas, we will engage
stake-holders onsite to figure out what management options
and choices are still available and then incorporate that
information into our site plans. With respectful, up front
communications between trail builders and PRCF, conflicts
can be avoided.

www.prcommunityforest.ca



Many CFA trails connect through to the Duck Lake Protected Area. PRCF will continue to collaborate with
BC Parks on recreational planning and trail maintenance in the area. Recent joint projects include bridge
replacements at Squirrel and Price’s crossings and boardwalk replacement at Deer Lake.

PRCF’s trails strategy includes our commitment of resources for better planning, more collaboration with
user groups and support to gain Recreation Sites and Trails authorizations. If you have questions, concerns
or suggestions about trails in the CFA please feel comfortable contacting us by phone or email.
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